: App d For Relgase 2005/01/
. Inepi § pying |

THE. PALM BEACH POSL -

Space Deal

(¢) 1173 By Poter N Jormnn

By the fall of 1970 the Air Force Foreign Technolo-

» gy Division. known in intclligence circles as the Air
‘Force Mafia, had increased efforts to penetrate Pratt &
Whitney's Florida Research and Development Center in
Palm Beach County without the knowledge. of the
company's security department.
Several managers from the center alroady were
. covertly involved with the division.
' The division's domeslic activities. such as mhltra

ting U.8

. compantes and influencing intelligrnce assess-

.  ments were legitimate grounds for a congressxonal

fnvestigation.

The scope of their overseas operalions was more

" frightening.

I had witnessed inept attempts to *'spook™ Russian
scientists in Europe and South America. Agents had
- harassed my wife Diane and me and spied on other

“ Americans.

Foreigners were given the false impression that
almost all U.S. scientists were part of massive intelli-
gence operations where no nation was immune, This
hindered. for example, the serious negotiations between
National Aeronautics and Space Administration scien-
tists and the Soviets on the Apollo- Soyuz joint mussion

in1975.

Many of the approximately 6,000 cmployes of Pratt
" & Whitney in Palm Beach County knew me only as the
engineer whase desk was piled high with technicai
journals and who often vacativned abroad with his wife.

But the chief of security for

the® company, Leo Faucher,

and a few other officials knew
That'T had heen preparing te-
th'Tor the CIA in my deal-
g8 with the Soviets in" Ath-
_ens “in 1965; Madrid in 1965;

_Belgrade_In 1987, Venlce in

1969, Mar del Plata. Argentina
in 1969 Paris in 1968, Rome in
"1970. and Konstanz. Germany
]n 1970.

These reports ranged from
personat details .about Soviet
scienlists to “tthtical intells-
gence such as conversatbions

“held i Premier Alexer Kosy.

gin's.office in Moscow to tech-
nical intetligence on advanced
Russian spar ¢ svstems

Any clizen who had contact

with Soviets abroad might re-
ccive a visit when he returns '

Bome from a CIA agent who
wants to debrief him. This
happened to me in 1965 after |
went to my hirstanternational
‘conference attended hy Soviet

gcienlists The Russians were

s0 secretive about their scien-
tists and technolopical devel-
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vinced 1t was in the national
interest for me (o report on
Soviel contacts.

"Yprewnu-sh had written two
voluminnus dntelligence re-
ports. classified “"Secret — No
Foreign  Dissemination.””  for
the division on Soviet rocket
technnlogy  and  the Russian
space program

On the basis of these re-
ports, P'ratt & Whitnev was
cited by the Air Force for do-
g “ontstanding = work in the
area of loreign technology

My supenors were lauded by
Pratt & Whitney s manager W
I. Gotton and § was promoted
i mid-1970 to as<istant project
engineer

Thus. with the knowledge of
the company’s securily depart:
men( T had been eollecting in-
iclligence for “the CTA since
1965, and | had been analvzing
intelligence for the Air Force
since 4968 This was an unusy-
al situation because the U S,
intefligence community usual-
ly » npdly compartmentahz-
ed inta collectors of intelly-
gence: - the so-called  spooks
- and the evaluators of intelli-
gence - the analysts

To protect sources of intelli-
gence intarmation.  analysts
are nnt told who collected the

wnteiligence they evaluate. and |

spooks are not lold what hap-
pens 1o the intelhigence they
collect

i did both with excellent re-
suits and 1 was one of the few
persons in the United States
who was in a position to com-

pare the finished product — a |
finished intelhigence report —

with the raw intelligence col-
lected abroad And what l'saw
was shocking.

Almost $30 billion of the U G,
defense budget was tied up in
the research, development,
test, evaluaton, and procure-
ment ol weapons systems
which were cither justified or
designed on _the baus of Air
Force Foreign Technology Di-
vision and Defense Intelli-
gence Agency reports.

The incompetence of divi-
sion officers and the poor qual-
iy of their reports were the
subject of numerous private

memoranda bv Pratt & Whit-

nev apd Generat Electrie {or-
eign {echnology experts and
managers

Fraudulent and erroneons
reports by the division could
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linders

. oN Tha Soviel spoce effort,

. vilelating company rules.
! Ay Joames puts it, ™I
" wanted to be obsolutely

_ with publication.

- sarles for The Post, is one-

lk.|\-/'(/(

year-old writer who lives
with his wife Diane in
Palm Reach Sheres. They
have just finished o beok

which 15 scheduled for
publication in January,
a"?’ihmvkmg now

Jomes sat on his story
about the Fereign Tezhnol-
ogy Division for two years
tince he wos fired by Pratt
& Whitney allegedly for

tettain my facts were cor-
rect”’ before procesding

The story of the division,
os 1old by James in his

sided only becouse thote
who might have o re-
sponse aren’l toll:lng.
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